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Outdoor Play Policy (2-5 year olds)
2-5 year olds

It is recognised that outdoor play is essential for children's development, leaming and wellbeing. In order to ensure that children benefit from our outdoor areas to the highest degree, the following points need to  be established and adhered to.

· The first room to use the outside area must carry out a sweep of the area in order to ensure it is safe for the children to use.

· All staff using the area are responsible for ensuring that the area remains safe whilst the children are using it.

· Children should spend as much time outside as possible, at least once a day but normally twice or more.
· Free flow should be in operation most days of the year.
· Children should not be kept in because of the weather unless it is so severe as to be dangerous; as long as they are appropriately dressed, there is no reason to keep them in.

· Outside playtime is not a time for staff to have a rest or a chat.

· Staff should be interacting with the children and supervising their play.  One member of staff must be with each group of children to ensure safety. Areas to be closely monitored are the sand pit, the slide, the log trail, the Wendy house, water play and under the shelter. If children are there, a member of staff should be there as well.

· If they are adequately supervised and supported and the area is not slippery from rain or ice, there is no reason why all children should not have access to all resources including the slide and the log trail.

· One planned activity should be carried out each day, which children can choose to take part in if they wish. This does not have to be difficult; it could be something like water painting, block play or ball play, but it should be supported by a member of staff. 
· The sand pit must be open every day in all weathers and it should not be always left to the same people to open it. If necessary three or four people should help.

· The outdoor area must be left tidy, ready for the next children to use, the children can help but staff must ensure that resources are put away in the correct places.

· If children scatter stones on the AstroTurf, please ensure that they help to clear them up.

· The gate to the pre-school garden must be kept closed unless children are taking part in an activity in the paved area, if so a member of staff must be with them.

· If outside after tea, the room leader or deputy must position herself near the gate in order to ensure that children do not run out into the car park when they see their parents arrive.  She should also be responsible for signing the children out and making sure that key persons feedback on the child's day.
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